
 

Dorothy J. St. James Memorial  

Writing Contest Guidelines 

2022 

ELIGIBILITY 

Webster Groves High School senior class.  

CRITERIA 

 Short Story (1500 to 3000 words) – Short Stories are an invented prose narrative, shorter 

than a novel, that usually deal with a few characters and aim at unity of effect. It often 

concentrates on the creation of mood rather than plot. 

 For the 2022 contest, the short story theme is THE STORM. The stories may be any 

genre (historical, modern, futuristic, fantasy, etc.) and may be set anywhere so long as it 

has to do with a storm. Keep in mind this is a wide range.  

 Submissions must be original and unpublished. 

 All entries must follow the rules of this document.  

 

HOW TO SUBMIT TO THE DOROTHY J. ST. JAMES 2022 WRITERS’ CONTEST 

1. Do not put your name on any pages of your entry; your name, phone number, and 

email address, along with the title of your entry, go on a cover page. 

2. All contest entries must be printed in Times New Roman 12-point type and double-

spaced as a WORD document. 

A. Use one-inch margins all around. 

B. Indent each paragraph 3 to 5 spaces. 

C. Entries must be typed according to appropriate, professional form. 

D. The title of the work and a page number should appear on every printed 

page. 

E. Entries must be in good taste, easy to read, use proper grammar and 

punctuation, and correct spelling. 

F. Do not use fancy or script fonts for your text, except when stating 

character thoughts, which must be in italics. 

3. Do not include illustrations or pictures. 

4. Do not staple the pages together. Use a paperclip. 

5. Submit the entry in an 8 ½ x 10” envelope with the cover page. 

6. Any deviation from these rules could be the basis for disqualification. 

 

DEADLINE 

The contest deadline is March 7 2022. Please turn in to Mrs. Adams in the main office. 



JUDGING 

Judging shall be based on:  

 Originality: The piece shows a freshness of imagination, creativity, and individuality. 

 Plot Structure: Enough information is provided to understand the story. Conflict 

emerges early and builds toward resolution. The sequence of events, dialog, and emotional 

movements are well crafted. Situations needing resolution are closed. Subtle undercurrents (if 

any) emerge during resolution. 

 Character Development and Dialog: The reader can relate to the characters; they are 

able to hold the reader’s attention. Actions and interactions are consistent and well-motivated. 

Dialog shows the characters to the readers for who they really are. 

 Quality of Writing: Organization is logical and effective. Voice is individual and 

appropriate. Sentence fluency is smooth and expressive. 

 

AWARDS 

One (1) $2,000 scholarship will be presented at the 2022 WGHS scholarship assembly by a 

direct descendant of Dorothy J. St. James.  

Dorothy J. St. James was born on February 9, 1932, in Pensacola, Florida. She was raised in a 

single-parent household with an older sister and brother. She attended Lincoln University in 

Jefferson City, Missouri, and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English in 1955. She 

married Calvin T. St. James, a third-generation resident of Webster Groves, and began her career 

teaching high school English in Hayti, Missouri. As a military spouse, she subsequently taught 

junior high school or high school English at Fort Lewis, Washington; Fort Belvoir, Virginia; Fort 

Buckner, Okinawa; Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri; and Steger Junior High School in the Webster 

Groves school district. She died on February 14, 1971, and is now survived by two sons, Calvin 

T. St. James, Jr. (WGHS ’72) and Brian R. St. James (WGHS ’76).  


